Fifth Louisiana Levee District

October 14, 2015

The Board of Commissioners for the Fifth Louisiana Levee District met in regular session on Wednesday, October 14, 2015, at the Levee Board Office, 102 Burnside Drive, Tallulah, LA at 9:00 a.m.  President Reynold Minsky called the meeting to order.  Commissioners Scott Tiffee, John David Frith, Sam Hill, James Kelly, Barry Maxwell, and Pat Mabray answered roll call.

Visitors included the Honorable Andy Anders, Louisiana House of Representatives; Ryan McMillan and Sam Hodge from LA DOTD; Charles Camillo, Mississippi River Commission; Rick Shelton, USACE; Bill Beasley; Don Hamilton; and William Brown.

After hearing no public comments, the Board accepted bids for agricultural lease on 400 acre tract in Concordia Parish.  High bid sent in by William Brown was accepted on motion by Commissioner Frith, 2nd by Commissioner Maxwell.  No bids were received on 37 acre tract in Concordia Parish known as Cocodrie Bayou.


After hearing no public comments, the Board accepted bids for agricultural lease on 40 acre tract in Madison Parish.  High bid sent in by Billy Ray Hodge was accepted on motion by Commissioner Tiffee, 2nd by Commissioner Maxwell.  


After hearing no public comments, the Board accepted bids for recreational lease on 80 acre tract in Concordia Parish known as Lindsey Ridge.  High bid sent in by Luke Jennings was accepted on motion by Commissioner Maxwell, 2nd by Commissioner Tiffee.  No bids were received on the remaining 80 acre tracts in Concordia Parish.


After no public comments were made, the Board approved September minutes on a motion by Commissioner Kelly, 2nd by Commissioner Maxwell.

Commissioners reviewed and approved claims submitted for September on motion by Commissioner Frith, 2nd by Commissioner Maxwell, after hearing no public comments.  Commissioners reviewed financial statements for September.

The Board reviewed a permit request from Gage Energy seeking permission to drill an oil well within 1500 feet of the Mainline Mississippi River Levee in Concordia Parish.  On motion by Commissioner Maxwell, 2nd by Commissioner Mabray, Board approved permit subject to USACE and DOTD approval.  No public comments were offered. 


The Board reviewed a permit request from Denbury Resources seeking permission to excavate an abandoned line crossing the Mainline Mississippi River Levee near Levee Station 7080+00 in Concordia Parish.  Removal is required for construction of Item 374-R.  After no public comments were offered, permit was approved on motion by Commissioner Hill, 2nd by Commissioner Tiffee.  Approval is subject to USACE and DOTD approval.


After no public comments were offered, on motion by Commissioner Kelly, 2nd by Commissioner Frith, the Board approved a permit request from DOTD seeking permission to overlay portions of HWY 566 and add additional dirt to slope of the Red River Backwater Levee in Concordia Parish.   Permit is pending USACE and DOTD approval.

The Board reviewed a permit request from 4-B Planting seeking permission to install a water well approximately 255 feet from the toe of the Mainline Mississippi River Levee in Madison Parish.  On motion by Commissioner Tiffee, 2nd by Commissioner Hill, Board approved permit subject to USACE and DOTD approval.  No public comments were offered. 


After no public comments were offered, on motion by Commissioner Frith, 2nd by Commissioner Maxwell, the Board approved a permit request from Achilles’ Oil Company seeking permission to drill approximately 300 feet from the Backwater Levee in Concordia Parish.   Approval granted subject to USACE and DOTD.


The Board reviewed a request from Walker McDonald seeking permission to install locked gates at approximately 0.1 mile south of Levee Station 4950 and 0.4 mile south of Levee Station 5000 in Tensas Parish.  On motion by Commissioner Frith, 2nd by Commissioner Hill, seasonal locks were granted subject to review by Levee Board Superintendent.  No public comments were offered.


William T. Beasley addressed the Board concerning Turtle Lake.  On motion by Commissioner Maxwell, 2nd by Commissioner Hill, Board agreed to advertise the trade of 308 acres in Concordia Parish referred to as Turtle Lake.  Board will receive bids in the November meeting.

There being no other business to consider, the meeting was adjourned on motion by Commissioner Hill 2nd by Commissioner Frith.
